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Overview
Located 75 minutes 
NW of Edmonton
Population: 1,320 
Economic drivers: 
agriculture, oil and 
gas, and lumber
Primary service 
centre to 
approximately 
5,000 citizens



Brownfield Program Genesis
Brownfields emerged as a concern with the Council of 
Mayerthorpe due to the location of sites in high profile 
locations (main entrances to community and key highly 
visible commercial districts).
Led to adoption of goal in the 2016 Strategic Directions 
Plan: To encourage the reuse of existing commercial and 
industrial zoned lots (brownfield, etc.).  
Brownfield policy and program developed based on: 
- Alberta Urban Municipalities Association (AUMA) 

Brownfield Toolkit
- Feedback from planning, public works, and local 

environmental engineers 
- Examples from LiBRe network
Brownfield policy adopted late 2015, program and 
associated budget adopted early 2016



Brownfield Program Overview
Phase I: Historical 
Investigation: ESA Phase I

Phase II: Testing, 
Delineation, Remedial/ 
Exposure Control Planning

Grant Amount: Max. of $1,000 Grant Amount: Max. of $5,000
Application must be submitted prior to the start of any work
Municipal taxes for any property located with the Town of 
Mayerthorpe owed by the grant recipient must be paid

Any unused funds at end of year are transferred into an 
Environmental Reserve.



Brownfield Program Promotion 
and Uptake
Promotion:
- Program letters sent to landowners of potential brownfield

sites;
- Municipal newsletter feature;
- Social media release;
- Meetings held with banking institutes introducing the program;
- Alberta Urban Municipalities Association Small Communities 

Newsletter.
Uptake to date:
- Public recognition of Brownfield Program;
- One private landowner has sought additional information;
- Awareness amongst other small communities requesting 

information from the Town on it’s policy and program;
- Funding approval enabling the completion of ESAII Project on 

municipal lands furthering the Town’s municipal 
sustainability goals.



Brownfield Challenges 
- Property owners not wanting to engage for fear of inability

to bear the cost to remediate;
- Limited access to funding from provincial and federal 

agencies for sites where polluters are no longer in 
existence;

- Changes in legislation requiring renewed knowledge and 
understanding;

- Limited staff resources to re-evaluate and modify the 
program;

- Change in political representation with competing 
priorities;

- Limited availability of municipal funding to carry out
remediation efforts.



What 
Happened 
Next  . . .
Council approved 
remdiation of Plan 
373CL, Block 3, Lot 26, 
27, 28;
Phase I Environmental 
Site Assessment (ESA I) 
contract awarded on 
July 25, 2016;
Property located at  
primary intersection at 
the west entrance to 
Town;
ESA I Study completed 
August 4, 2016.



History of the Site
1961 Mechanic Shop & Fueling



History of the Site
1978 Used Car Dealership



History of the Site
Cowboy Trail Story Board & Public Parking Lot



Key Events
Early 1960’s a mechanic shop, gas pumps, and small building 
occupied the property;
Fire occurred on the property on or about 1964;
Buildings and underground fuel tanks removed on or about 
1969;
Used Car Dealership operated on the property on or about 
1978;
Town acquired property February 5, 2001 and operated a 
recycle depot on the site;
Site graveled and fenced and designated as a public parking 
lot in 2008;
Cowboy Trail – Trails End Storyboard constructed in 2015;
Phase I Environmental Site Assessment completed August 4, 
2016.



What’s Next
Council approved the 2017 Budget with matching funding to 
complete an ESA II on the subject property;
Application submitted to Federation of Canadian 
Municipalities Green Municipal Fund to complete an ESA II 
March, 2017;
Green Municipal Funding decision received May 2, 2017;
Request for Proposal (RFP) issued May 30, 2017 seeking 
qualified proponents to carry out an ESA II;
Closing date for RFP submissions scheduled for June 22, 
2017;
ESA II to be completed in 2017.



What’s Next
Future activities include:

- Review of Brownfield Redevelopment Program 
performance;

- Policy and Program amendments if required.
Environmental Site Assessment:

- Award of Phase II ESA Project to successful proponent;
- Commencement and completion of Phase II ESA;
- Close out of project and grant commitments;
- Assessment of overall findings and recommendations;
- Earmarking of key steps in 25 Year Project Plan Projection;
- Continued advocacy for legislative changes respecting 

brownfield remediation and associated funding.



Thank you,
Are there any questions?


