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Goal

Support effective contaminated sites management, 
encourage brownfield redevelopment and provide 
clarity for stakeholders on risk management and 
remediation.
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Drivers for Change

• Stakeholders and Alberta Government staff 
identified the following barriers to 
redeveloping brownfields:
– certainty on whether a property is environmentally 

available for redevelopment;
– certainty on regulatory liability;
– clear requirements for managing contamination; 
– cost of remediation and redevelopment; and
– efficient and timely decisions on contaminated sites and 

remediation certificate applications.

• The Alberta Government responded to these 
barriers by making changes to the Municipal 
Government Act and Remediation Regulation.
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Municipal Government Act

• The Municipal Government Act was amended 
to add the following definition:
Brownfield property means a commercial or industrial 
property which is, or possibly is, contaminated; is vacant, 
derelict or under-utilized;  and is suitable for development 
or redevelopment for the general benefit of the municipality.

• A council may pass a bylaw on a multiple-year 
basis to exempt or defer tax collection on 
brownfield properties, to encourage 
development or redevelopment for the 
general benefit of the municipality.

• The amendment came into force April 1, 2018.



Remediation Regulation
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• On June 1, 2018, an Order in Council was 
signed to amend the Remediation Certificate 
Regulation, now called the Remediation 
Regulation. 

• The amendments will come into effect on 
January 1, 2019. Highlights include:
1. Implement a voluntary site-based remediation certificate;
2. Further describe reporting requirements and the duty to 

take remedial measures;
3. Create a project closure compliance letter for sites where 

no remediation is required to meet Alberta Tier 2 Soil and 
Groundwater Guidelines; and 

4. Describe how risk management may be used to meet 
remedial objectives.



Impact on Brownfields
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• Proposed changes are intended to clearly 
outline remediation requirements and incent 
redevelopment by: 
– Providing certainty for parties on whether a property is 

available for redevelopment, through the new site-based 
remediation certificate and compliance letter;

– Further clarifying remediation requirements, by
• Introducing a requirement to either remediate a site within 

two years or submit a remedial action plan;
• Clearly defining the duty to report to third parties that may be 

affected by the release; and
• Linking assessment and reporting requirements to guidance 

provided under the contaminated sites policy framework.
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• Municipalities are supportive of the changes as 
they provide additional tools to clean-up sites 
and incent redevelopment. 

• Industry also supports the amendments 
because new closure tools 
– provide additional regulatory assurance on site condition, 

and 
– requirements build on existing reporting and broader 

liability management requirements.

• Indigenous communities and the environmental 
sector support changes, provided effective 
enforcement takes place where responsible 
parties are not compliant. 
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